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This Plan is a Tool  
 

Chapter 
1 

 

This plan is a tool the Township will use to guide decisions and investments and assist the Township as 
it seeks to influence, coordinate and cooperate with other governmental entities that make decisions and 
investments affecting Canosia Township.
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1
 This plan updates the 2014 version of the Townshipôs comprehensive plan. 

Township will use the plan to: 

 

 
ÁInvest township funds into community infrastructure 

including roads, utilities, parks and community facilities. 

ÁGuide the management of services such as fire, 
emergency medical, police, and recycling. 

ÁFoster cooperation with other townships and units of 
government. 

ÁInitiate cooperation and coordination with other public 
and private entities. 
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 Canosia Township Comprehensive Plan: 2014  

  

Sense of Place  
 

Chapter 
2 

 

What are the values and features that define Canosia Township and contribute to its positive 

sense of place?  What are the factors the comprehensive plan should seek to preserve and enhance 

so as to protect that essential ñsomethingò that makes this place special?  The response of the 

citizens of Canosia is: 
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 Canosia Township Comprehensive Plan: 2014  

  

Community Context  
 

Chapter 
3 

Community Overview 

Location and Setting 

Canosia Township is located within St. Louis County north of and immediately adjacent to the cities 

of Duluth and Hermantown [see Map 1]. 

Canosia, whose name is derived from the Ojibwe for pike, kanoje, began to be settled soon after it 

was surveyed in 1856. Railroad workers and lumbermen were among the first settlers. Initially it was 

part of a much larger Rice Lake Township but in 1887 it separated and became an independent 

township in its own right. Road improvements brought new settlers including loggers and farmers. 

Canosia was one of the victims of the wildfires of 1918. After that disaster, the community slowly 

grew until the 1950s when the increased affluence and mobility after the war brought families and 

cabin owners into the community. Then beginning in the 1970s development including commercial 

enterprises accelerated. Once a rural outpost, Canosia blossomed into a vibrant rural residential 

segment of the greater Duluth metropolitan area.
2
 

As shown in Map 2, Canosiaôs landscape is dominated by water either in the form of the four lakes 

found within its borders ï Pike, Caribou, Fish Lake reservoir and Wild Rice Lake reservoir ï and 

numerous wetlands. In fact, water and ponds encompass 12.6% (2,884 acres) and wetlands/hydric 

soils cover nearly half of the township (10,675 acres or 46.8% of area). Upland accounts for 9,281 

acres or 40.6% of the townshipôs area. 

 

 
  

                                                      

2
 History information is from the Canosia Township website:www.canosiatownship.org . 

http://www.canosiatownship.org/
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Map 2  
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Population 

Along with Hermantown and Grand Lake Township, Canosia occupies the north growth corridor of 

the Duluth metropolitan area. Since 1980 these have been three of the areaôs four fastest growing 

communities. Canosiaôs 2012 population was estimated at 2,177 by the State Demographic Center 

(SDC). This is up slightly from 2010 and continues a thirty-year growth period as shown in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. Population for Duluth Area Communities, 1980-2010 

Community 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Change 

1980-2010 

Canosia Township 1,562 1,743 1,998 2,158 38.2% 

Grand Lake Township 2,166 2,355 2,621 2,779 28.3% 

Rice Lake Township 3,861 3,883 4,139 4,095 6.1% 

City of Hermantown 6,759 6,761 7,448 9,414 39.3% 

Duluth Township 1,604 1,561 1,723 1,941 21.0% 

Lakewood Township 1,680 1,799 2,013 2,190 30.4% 

Midway Township 1,656 1,500 1,479 1,399 -15.5% 

Solway Township 1,665 1,722 1,842 1,944 16.8% 

City of Proctor 3,180 2,974 2,852 3,057 -3.9% 

City of Duluth 92,811 85,493 86,918 86,265 -7.1% 

Total 116,944 109,791 113,033 115,242 -1.5% 

Source: US Census 

 

Table 2. Number of Households for Duluth Area Communities, 1980-2010 

 Community 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Change 

1980-2010 

Canosia Township 541 629 751 820 51.6% 

Grand Lake Township 669 766 919 1,036 54.9% 

Rice Lake Township 1,212 1,373 1,494 1,611 32.9% 

City of Hermantown 2,057 2,192 2,726 3,355 63.1% 

Duluth Township 535 587 669 750 40.2% 

Lakewood Township 523 611 710 798 52.6% 

Midway Township 454 462 495 541 19.2% 

Solway Township 512 600 672 749 46.3% 

City of Proctor 1,170 1,196 1,196 1,268 8.4% 

City of Duluth 35,363 34,563 35,500 35,705 1.0% 

Total 43,036 42,979 45,132 46,633 8.4% 

Source: US Census 
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Table 2 depicts the corresponding growth rates for the number of households. Household growth exceeds 

population growth in every community because the size of the average household has continued to 

decline over the decades. The number of households in Canosia in 2012 was 830.  

As Canosiaôs total population has grown its composition has changed over the years. As shown in Table 3 

between 2000 and 2010 the number of children under age 15 has declined as has the number of people in 

the prime family-formation ages (20-44). On the other hand, the number of people in every five-year age 

group over age 45 grew substantially. 

 

Table 3. Canosia Township Population by Age Group, 2000 and 2010 

 

Age Group 

Population Percent of Total 

2000 2010 2000 2010 

< 5 131 94 6.6% 4.4% 

5 ï 9 154 132 7.7% 6.1% 

10 ï 14 155 157 7.8% 7.3% 

15 ï 19 150 169 7.5% 7.8% 

20 ï 24 66 91 3.3% 4.2% 

25 ï 29 84 85 4.2% 3.9% 

30 ï 34 148 80 7.4% 3.7% 

34 ï 39 188 130 9.4% 6.0% 

40 - 44 185 184 9.3% 8.5% 

45 ï 49 181 206 9.1% 9.5% 

50 ï 54 187 214 9.4% 9.9% 

55 ï 59 121 189 6.1% 8.8% 

60 -64 77 173 3.9% 8.0% 

65 ï 69 59 97 3.0% 4.5% 

70 ï 74 57 66 2.9% 3.1% 

75 ï 79 28 44 1.4% 2.0% 

80+ 27 47 1.4% 2.2% 

Total 1,998 2,158 100.0% 100.0% 

  Source: US Census 

There are no current reliable population projections. The most recent ones by the SDC were made prior to 

the recession and do not reflect the significant changes in demographic dynamics generated by that event. 

A general statement that probably holds true for the community is that future growth is probable due to 

Canosiaôs general attractiveness including its location in the north growth corridor. Also, the declining 

size of households, which will likely continue, means that the number of households will increase at a rate 

faster than that for population. 
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Map 3  
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Maps 4 & 5 were removed with the 2019 Comp Plan Update  
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Land Use 

As shown on Map 3 just over one-half (51%) of the land in Canosia is privately owned. Various public 

entities, primarily the State and County, own 35% of the township; roughly a third of this is the Canosia 

WMA. The remaining 14% is owned by Minnesota Power as part of its vast reservoir system 

encompassing Wild Rice and Fish Lakes. 

The distribution of ownership both drives and reflects the land use pattern within the township (see 

current St. Louis County Comprehensive Plan, Canosia Land Use Map, previously Map 4 in this plan). 

Public lands, which tend to occupy lowlands, represent both an inability of the land to support private 

development and a desired public value to retain. The tracts of land owned by Minnesota Power support 

its reservoir system; some parcels have been leased for year-round and seasonal residential uses but most 

are undeveloped. Development lies on upland within the matrix of wetlands in the northern half of 

Canosia, along the lakeshores, and in the rolling forested lands of the townshipôs southern portion. 

In addition to the development pattern that is structured around natural features, terrain and ownership, 

land use is influenced by the Highway 53 corridor which provides easy access into Duluth and is a source 

of high volumes of through traffic that can contribute to commercial development. The result is a 

community whose land use pattern can be generally described as follows: 

¶ The northern third and central parts of Canosia are characterized by low density rural residential, 

agriculture and undeveloped forests, wetlands and shorelands with large tracts of undeveloped 

publicly and utility-owned lands. A large state wildlife management area occupies much of the 

central sector of the township. 

¶ The southern half east of the Pike Lake area can be labeled as mid-level density rural residential 

with a scattering of home businesses and commercial properties. 

¶ The Pike and Caribou Lake areas possess a higher density rural residential development focused 

on two recreational lakes and nestled into rolling hardwood forest lending an atmosphere of lake 

country resort and cabin territory. This atmosphere was enhanced by the presence of the AAA 

Golf Course on the eastern end of Pike Lake. 

¶ The Four Corners business district centered on the intersection of Highway 53 and Midway Road 

is a long-standing commercial district that serves both local and through traffic. Uses include 

gas/convenience store, grocery store, three eating establishments, and service (dentist, hair salon) 

and retail stores (fireplaces, liquor, outdoor sports, auto sales, specialty lumber). In addition, St. 

Louis County has both its Land and Minerals Department and Public Works Department offices 

in this area. Adjacent to the business district are the Pike Lake Elementary School, two churches, 

and the town hall / fire hall complex. 

¶ Scattered throughout the township are a handful of commercial operations and home businesses. 

The Canosia Wildlife Management Area (CWMA), owned and operated by the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (MnDNR), encompasses 2,489 acres or more than 10% of the township. The site 

contains a ñdiverse deciduous/coniferous forest and wetland/bog complex with many upland openings and 

waterfowl impoundments with wild rice. This WMA has remote areas and also offers an extensive trail 



 

 

 

 ƹ 11 Ʒ Canosia Comprehensive Plan  

Canosia Township Comprehensive Plan: 2019 

system, including a cross-country ski trail and a snowmobile trail that passes through the unit. Carry-in 

canoe access to the impoundments is available. Forested areas are actively managed for wildlife and there 

are three water impoundments, which are managed for waterfowl on this WMA.ò
3
 

The CWMA is popular among hunters and hikers. Over 80% of the respondents to the Canosia planning 

survey agreed that the area positively contributed to the townshipôs quality of life. 

 

Planning & Zoning 

Canosia adopted and administered its own zoning ordinances from 1976 to January 31, 2019. On 

February 1, 2019, St. Louis County began administering township zoning through the county ordinance. 

The township opted for this transition since it would eliminate administration/legal enforcement costs for 

the township, offer our residents more experienced full-time resources/technological services and offer 

the same level of land use regulation. As part of this process, the township ordinance and zoning map 

were repealed and this comprehensive plan was amended to reflect this change. The Canosia Zoning Map 

can be found in the current St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance. 

Roads 

Canosia is well-served by a network of State, County, Township and private roads that provide access 

throughout the township (see Map 6). Most roads are in good condition and there are few outstanding 

issues. The following highlights the system: 

¶ State Trunk Highway 53 is the principal arterial providing access to Duluth and the Iron Range. 

Average daily traffic averages around 12,000 vehicles. 

¶ Midway and Martin Roads are County level arterials. Martin Road provides east/west access 

through the heart of the township and Midway Road serves north/south flows on the far western 

side. Midway Road averages about 4,450 vehicles/day north of Hwy 53 while Martin Road 

averages 4,600 vehicles east of Lavaque Road and 2,800 west of it. 

¶ Lavaque Road / Lavaque Bypass provide north/south access though the center of the township. It 

is considered a collector route based on its lower average volumes; Lavaque Road averages 2,950 

vehicles (north of Martin Road) and Lavaque Bypass 3,150 vehicles. 

¶ Ugstad Road and Vaux Road south of Martin Road both could be considered minor collectors in 

that they connect Martin Road with Highway 53. 

¶ All other roads, including all Township roads (see Table 4), are local roads providing access to 

adjoining properties. 

  

                                                      

3
 Source: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/; accessed 12/31/13. 
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